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431 SW Ambaum Boulevard, Burien WA 98166
Phone 206-420-8520   |   Fax 206-374-2769   |   Email office@sunrisefinancial.net

www.sunrisefinancialservices.net

Our choice clients appreciate transparency, 
personalized service and support, and financial 
professionals who continually operate with the 
client’s best interest at heart.

It is our goal to help grow, protect, and preserve 
wealth—and when the time comes, to assist you in 

planning for the distribution of your assets in the most 
tax-efficient way, both while living and at your death.

At Sunrise Financial Services, our clients come to us 
to focus on retirement income planning and wealth 
management. We also provide financial guidance to 
service retirees as well as those nearing retirement.

Founder/CEO, Financial Advisor Janice Hammond

Securities and advisory services offered through Madison Avenue Securities, LLC. (MAS), Member FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor. MAS and Sunrise Financial Services are not affiliated companies. Investing 
involves risk, including the potential loss of principal. No investment strategy can guarantee a profit or protect against loss in periods of declining values. None of the information contained on this website shall constitute an offer 
to sell or solicit any offer to buy a security or any insurance product. Any references to protection benefits or steady and reliable income streams on this website refer only to fixed insurance products. They do not refer, in any way, 
to securities or investment advisory products. Annuity guarantees are backed by the financial strength and claims-paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Annuities are insurance products that may be subject to fees, 
surrender charges and holding periods which vary by insurance company. Annuities are not FDIC insured. Securities and investment advisory services can only be solicited in the states where a financial professional is licensed 
and registered to do business in. Please inquire as to which states the financial professional is licensed and registered in before engaging in a business relationship. http://brokercheck.finra.org/Individual/Summary/5623949

Retire with Confidence!

Call (206) 420-8520 or email office@sunrisefinancial.net  
to schedule your complimentary consultation today.
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Check out our new series, "Your 
City at Work", starting on page 9, 
and learn how the City works for 
you and with you.

ESPAÑOL

TIẾNG VIỆT

ABOUT THE COVER: In 2015, the City of Burien worked with the Port of Seattle to complete the 
Northeast Redevelopment Area (NERA) project. This included the construction of four regional 
stormwater infiltration facilities and a new regional trail along Miller Creek, creating new public 
open spaces and improving wetlands and fish passage.
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Jimmy Matta, Mayor
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Krystal Marx, Deputy Mayor 
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Kevin Schilling, Councilmember 
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Nancy Tosta, Councilmember 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICES
Burien City Hall 

400 SW 152nd St. Suite 300 
(206) 241-4647

Burien Community Center 
14700 6th Ave. SW 

(206) 988-3700

Moshier Art Center 
430 S 156th St 
(206) 242-7752

King County Fire District #2 
900 SW 146th St. 
(206) 242-2040

Burien Police Department 
Precinct #4 

14905 6th Ave. SW 
(206) 477-2200

Report an issue online at  
burienwa.gov/report

FOLLOW US!

@Burien @CityofBurien

In this issue, we are kicking off a 
series telling stories about ways 
your local government works. 
You’ll get to meet a few of the City 
staff who work hard behind the 
scenes to deliver service to the 
Burien community. We also show 
how community feedback influences 
not only new legislation, but also 
where infrastructure is built 
or updates to zoning that allow 
for certain types of housing and 
development. We are also kicking 
off a “virtual academy” video series 
where you can learn more about 
how your local city government 
works and how community can 
influence and weigh in.

We’ll also be featuring stories 
about community members making 
a difference. The recipients of 
Burien’s Citizen of the Year award 
are showing up for their neighbors 
by using their imagination, talents, 
and compassion. A team of high 
school students is banding together 
to combat climate change. And a 
group of educators is connecting 
urban Native youth to a new way of 
studying science. 

These stories show that building a 
strong and resilient Burien involves 
everyone—we hope you’ll join us. 

Emily Inlow-Hood
Communications Officer &  
Executive Editor, Burien Magazine

City Manager Message
When I was walking through the Father’s Day Car Show this summer, I felt 
hope that our community was beginning to recover and a return of the Burien 
community spirit that makes this city so special. It’s exciting to see Burien’s 
community spaces beginning to fill with people. Some community events that 
had been canceled in 2020, like the Father’s Day Car Show, National Night Out, 
and Boulevard Park Block Party, have come back this summer. Our busy Farmers 
Market, which now runs all year, continues to provide fresh and healthy foods 
while supporting entrepreneurs and food producers. To see people gathering 
again is good news for our community and our local businesses.

Burien investment continues
While we are sad to see that 30 businesses closed their doors for good last year, 
we are excited to welcome the 32 new businesses that are opening. People are 
investing in Burien. Kinect@Burien is bringing 230 units of market-rate housing 
to downtown Burien, Habitat for Humanity is building affordable family 
housing, and new affordable supportive housing will help people experiencing 
homelessness achieve stability. Several schools in our community are getting new 
playgrounds and new natural spaces and several parks are getting much needed 
upgrades (see page 8).

Reopening government services 
We are taking a phased approach to reopening city buildings and services. Burien 
City Hall and the Burien Library coordinated plans for reopening.

Our hardworking staff served the Burien community throughout the pandemic, 
and most were able to continue their work from home. We discovered there 
are benefits to supporting employees who can work from home without 
sacrificing productivity and service. Reducing the number of hours employees 
spend driving also reduces our city’s carbon footprint. We’ve made significant 
investments into our technology systems so more services, such as permits and 
public records requests, can be delivered online. This is part of a larger strategy 
to improve customer service, improve employee efficiency, and meet Burien’s 
climate action commitments.

Public safety investments meet community demands
To enhance public safety and provide a continuum of care for people 
experiencing crisis, the City Council approved our recommendation to hire a 
social worker focused on downtown Burien, create a Community Response Team 
comprised of both mental health and emergency medical professionals, and hire a 
police officer to share space with Discover Burien and provide storefront services 
(see story online).

Expanding protection against COVID-19
COVID-19 is still with us, and we remain vigilant in monitoring 
trends and public health guidance. We encourage everyone to 
get vaccinated, and to support each other through what will be 
a long recovery. We are grateful for the efforts of King County 
Fire District No. 2, Public Health—Seattle & King County, 
and the countless health care providers and community 
organizations that stepped up to provide opportunities 
for people to get vaccinated. But more progress is 
needed. For the protection of our young children and 
others who can’t, more people who can need to be 
vaccinated. This isn’t over yet. We can’t stumble at 
the finish line.

Our staff are busy continuing to connect our 
community and local businesses to the resources 
they need to recover. We are committed to helping 
Burien, and the community spirit it inspires, thrive.

Brian J. Wilson 
City Manager, brianw@burienwa.gov

Editor's Note

MAGAZINE 
Fall 2021

Emily Inlow-Hood, Editor 
communications@burienwa.gov

Devin Chicras, Designer

A magazine from the  
City of Burien municipal government.  

Find More Stories 
and More Burien
¡Más historias en español!

Các câu chuyện khác bằng tiếng Việt!

   magazine.burienwa.gov

Right: "Windvane Kiosk" by Jim Garrett sits on top of 
an information kiosk in front of Burien City Hall.
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After more than a year of 
meeting over Zoom, we are 
looking forward to when we can 
see you again at City Council 
meetings. City staff are working 
on a new hybrid approach to 
public meetings that will be 
announced this fall. 

Burien businesses are vital to 
Burien’s success. We also need safe 
neighborhoods, healthy workers, 
thriving community-based 
organizations, successful schools, a 
vibrant arts and cultural scene, and 
opportunities for all to reach their 
full potential. As councilmembers, 
we strive to look at the holistic impact 
of the decisions we make. When 
community voices their interests, we 
can be better policymakers.

During the last six months, we 
have made progress on helping 
Burien make it through the 
pandemic by approving economic 
aid to businesses and community 
members, establishing policies to 
protect renters from eviction, and 
supporting the development of more 

housing in Burien. We approved 
three major investments in public 
safety that complement our existing 
partnerships (see story online). 
Significant progress has been made 
on Burien’s first climate action 
plan, and we support the many city 
and community-led projects that 
are making Burien more climate 
resilient (see page 27). We are 
also making strides toward better 
recognition of the many different 
communities that make up Burien 
by acknowledging a more inclusive 
list of cultural heritage months 
and other important observances. 
Burien joined cities, states, and the 
federal government in the creation 
of Juneteenth as a city holiday. We 
also supported the raising of the 
Pride banner on a city flagpole for 
the first time in Burien’s history.

Representing a city of more than 
52,000 means that sometimes 
policies or decisions will not be 
popular for everyone. But as long 
as we can hear from all voices, we 
can help forge a path that leads to a 
better Burien.

COMMUNITY VOICES 
VITAL TO GOOD 
POLICYMAKING Mayor Jimmy Matta

ORDINANCES 

The City Council passed 
Ordinance Nos. 758–779. The 
ordinances covered many 
topics including an eviction 
moratorium in Burien, 
making Juneteenth an official 
city holiday, bond refunding, 
extending a moratorium 
on new development on 
Ambaum Blvd SW, updating 
code related to home-based 
businesses, and more.

While the pandemic has made it harder for us to meet in person, 
there are still ways to stay involved. Find information on how 

to contact us, attend council meetings, read summaries of past 
council meetings, and more at burienwa.gov/council. 

GET INVOLVED

MESSAGE FROM BURIEN CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTIONS

The City Council passed 
Resolution Nos. 452–464. 
The resolutions covered 
many topics including the 
Urban Center Streetscape 
Design Plan, food truck 
pilot program, adopting the 
2022–2027 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), 
La Serra subdivision, salmon 
habitat plan, and more.

PROCLAMATIONS

The City Council issued 
14 proclamations on the 
following topics: proclamation 
against anti-Asian bias and 
hate crimes, Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, Arbor 
Day, Earth Day, Infertility 
Awareness Week, Peace 
Officers Memorial Day, 
Affordable Housing Week, 
Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month, Older 
Americans Month, Citizen 
of the Year, Juneteenth, 
LGBTQIA+ Pride Month, and 
Welcoming Week.

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, 
and PROCLAMATIONS
The Burien City Council passed the following ordinances, 
resolutions, and proclamations between April and August.

CITY NEWS

FALL 2021       | 7|       BURIEN MAGAZINE6



Your ad could be here! 
Easily and affordably reach an entire city all at once. 

Contact Katie Higgins
burienmagazine@gmail.com
(206) 914-4248

Building Burien

YOUR CITY AT WORK

How Infrastructure 
Projects Get Built 
By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
From streets to stormwater systems, 
public infrastructure is a critical 
component of a safe and healthy 
community. Our city’s Public Works 
and Parks, Recreation and Cultural 
Services Departments, comprised 
of teams of engineers, project 
managers, maintenance workers, 
inspectors, and environmental 
experts, work every day to protect 

Burien’s built environment and 
natural systems. 
Cities are required to provide 
adequate public facilities to serve 
existing and new development under 
Washington’s Growth Management 
Act. A capital project is defined as a 
one-time project that costs more than 
$25,000 and has a service life of at 
least ten years. This includes major 
renovations of existing facilities.
“Our biggest responsibility is 
maintaining safe streets, managing 
stormwater to prevent flooding and 
other damage, and protecting Burien’s 

natural environment,” said Maiya 
Andrews, Public Works Director.
Many street improvement projects 
also include elements that 
improve accessibility.
“Street improvements usually provide 
better sidewalks, bike lanes, and 
places for people walk,” said Robin 
Tischmak, Deputy Public Works 

AT WORK
How City of Burien works with you and for you

Building Burien
Parks and Public Works Projects Investing in Community 
The City of Burien is completing the following infrastructure and capital 
projects this year. These community investments help build a healthy and 
livable community for all. Learn more about capital projects on page 9.

Meet your city. 
A new video series on our 
website takes you further 
behind the scenes.

Peter Western Bridge Project
S 116th St between 24th Ave S & Military Rd
Project status: Construction was 
completed in early 2021. The plant 
establishment period continues 
through fall 2021.

Burien Community Center 
Restroom Modifications
14700 6th Ave SW
Project status: Construction is 
scheduled to begin in the summer and 
will likely be completed by the end of 
January 2022.

Lake Burien Memorial Park Improvements
1620 SW 149th St
Project status: Construction is scheduled for 
summer 2021 and will be completed by the end 
of the year. 

Eagle Landing Park 
Drainage Improvements
Eagle Landing Park, located at 
14641 25th Ave SW
Project status: Construction 
began in fall 2020 and was 
completed in early 2021. Plant 
establishment will occur 
through late 2021. The park was 
reopened to the public this April.

Hermes Outlet  
Improvement Project
SW 130th St from 4th Ave SW to 1st Ave SW
Project status: Construction was 
completed in summer 2021.

Moshier Memorial Park and 
Stormwater Improvements
430 S 156th St
Project status: Construction is 
scheduled for summer 2021 and 
will be completed by early 2022.
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Occidental Ave S Drainage Improvements
Occidental Ave S, between S 128th St & S 132nd St
Project status: Construction is expected to 
begin in early fall 2021 and be completed by 
the end of the year.

1st Ave South Overlay and 
Rehabilitation
1st Ave S from S/SW 128th St to 
S/SW 140th St
Project status: Completed 
construction in early 2021.

Annex Community  
Park Improvements
425 SW 144th St
Project status: The lawn 
improvements will occur 
through 2021 and early 2022.

2021 Pavement Management Program
SW 116th St from 26th Ave SW to 28th Ave SW; 21st Ave SW from 
SW 149th St to SW 146th St; SW 146th St from 21st Ave SW to 16th 
Ave SW; 21st. Ave SW from Marine View Drive to SW 168th St
Project status: Construction is scheduled for late summer 
2021 and will be completed by the end of the year.

The City of Burien maintains 
streets, sidewalks, certain rights-of-
way, stormwater systems (the pipes 
and drains that move rainfall off 
roads and private property into a 
series of underground pipes that lead 
to outfalls or stormwater drainage 
ponds), traffic and pedestrian 
safety features (crosswalks, stop 
signs, speed bumps), and parks and 
recreation buildings. Other types 
of infrastructure such as water and 
sewer systems are maintained by 
water and sewer districts, power 
systems are maintained by Seattle City 
Light and Puget Sound Energy, and 
highways, bridges over highways, and 
rights-of-way next to the highways 
are maintained by Washington State 
Department of Transportation. 

Above: Traffic calming features installed in 2019 on 5th Avenue S 
addressed chronic speeding and safety concerns.

YOUR CITY AT WORK
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Director. “Project improvements can 
encourage people to walk more or can 
include beautification, making it nicer 
for people use.” 
Without good roads, people can’t 
get where they need to go, including 
emergency vehicles, public transit, 
workers, and customers for our local 
businesses. The City maintains 137 
miles of streets, roughly the same 
distance between Burien and the 
Canadian border. 
“Keeping up with maintenance of 
streets is more cost-effective than letting 
them deteriorate, which then requires 
more expensive repairs,” said Andrews. 
“We try to spend our maintenance 
resources efficiently. There are times we 
may prioritize a street that has minor 
repair needs over a street with more 
significant repair needs because then 
we can maintain a broader area with 
the limited funds we have.”
Infrastructure projects help to solve 
community problems and are a critical 
component of public safety. Speeding 
or pedestrian safety problems are often 
concerns raised by the community.
“Sometimes the solution to a problem 
is not always obvious,” said Tischmak. 
“We first need to think about what 
causes speeding and what remedies 
there are. Placing speed bumps on 
a road may actually cause more 
problems. Sometimes the solution is 
more speeding enforcement.” 

When traffic safety concerns are 
raised, our engineers may conduct 
a traffic study in order to accurately 
diagnose the problem and 
recommend the best solution. 
Capital projects occur in parks as well. 
They could be as large as a new park or 
could involve the replacement of older 
park elements, like playgrounds or 
bathrooms. A major component of parks 
projects is protecting the environmental 
assets of the city including shorelines, 
forests, natural stormwater systems, 
and wildlife habitat.  
Carolyn Hope, Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Director explains, 
“Parks projects involve planning 
with the community to determine 
the priorities for resident’s interests 
and these priorities are carried into 
the park design.”  

Making a difference
The City's engineers feel a sense of 
satisfaction when they are able to help.
“I like the idea that I can walk out 
into the community, meet with 
people, answer their questions, and 
solve problems,” said Brian Victor, 
Civil Engineer II, who has been 
with the City for more than 13 years. 
“They can approach me, and I can 
provide service.”
“Every day you are working on a 
different type of project,” said David 
Traub, Civil Engineer, Journey. “It’s 

a lot of different puzzles to solve 
when coordinating a project.” 
Infrastructure plays a significant 
role in maintaining a healthy 
environment for both people and 
wildlife. The City has invested millions 
of dollars over the past ten years into 
upgrading stormwater systems so 
they can filter more pollutants from 
water before it reaches Puget Sound, 
building green infrastructure such 
as rain gardens and bioswales, and 
educating communities on how to take 
community-level action to protect our 
local waterways. The removal of the 
seawall and other improvements to 
Seahurst Park represented significant 
“green infrastructure” investments 
that protect Burien’s natural systems. 
A more recent example is the Hermes 
Basin Project, which replaced pumps in a 
stormwater drainage system on SW 130th 
Street between 2nd Ave SW and 1st Ave S. 
“It’s not as visible. But it’s very 
meaningful. We moved a whole 
stormwater drainage system from 
private property on to public right-
of-way,” said Traub, who was the 
Hermes Basin project manager. “As 
a result, we were able to go a whole 
winter with no flooding in that area.”

We all have a role to play
While much of Burien’s infrastructure 
is on public property, private property 
owners also maintain a significant 
amount of infrastructure. 
Eighty-five percent of Burien’s 
housing was built before 1980 and 
45 percent before 1960. That means 
the water, sewer, and stormwater 
systems underneath these 
properties are also aging. 
We all have a role to play. New 
development must follow current safety 
and environmental regulations, and 
property owners need to maintain their 
own systems. Green infrastructure 
projects on private property can help 
strengthen our citywide system of 
protections for our local waterways.
Through a public planning processes, 
community has a voice in how 
projects are identified and prioritized 
(see next page). You can weigh in 
through public comment at Burien 
City Council meetings or project-
specific public meetings, email 
comments to publicworks@burienwa.
gov or parksinfo@burienwa.gov, or by 
reporting emerging issues through  
the online reporting system at 
burienwa.gov/report. 

How does a project get built?
Infrastructure is built and repaired 
through a planning, design and 
construction process that requires 
community involvement and City 
Council input and approval. 
Identifying and planning projects: 
Mid and long-range plans identify 
and prioritize timing of projects. 
The six-year Transportation 
Improvement Plan, updated 
annually, represents the current 
list of needed projects that may 
begin work in the next six years. 
This plan also determines the 
Capital Improvement Program, 
which is the annual budget for 
capital projects and helps the 
City compete for federal and 
state transportation grants. The 
Stormwater Drainage Master 
Plan outlines long-term planning, 
state and federal regulatory 
requirements, maintenance needs, 
and capital improvements related to 
stormwater over the next five to ten 
years. The Transportation Master 
Plan and Parks Recreation and Open 
Spaces (PROS) Plan are long-range 
plans that set the vision for Burien’s 
transportation and parks systems, 
respectively, communicating the 
level of service standards and 
capital improvement plan for 
each area. Plans are influenced by 
community feedback and approved 
by the City Council. 
Scheduling projects: Need and 
community feedback influences when 
a project begins. If an emergency 
requires more immediate attention, 
projects may get re-prioritized to the 
top of the list. If a grant is received, 
projects may be re-scheduled to take 
advantage of the funding opportunity. 
Or, if a new development on private 
property is scheduled to begin, and 
they are planning infrastructure 
improvements, the City may re-
prioritize an adjacent project in order to 
be the most efficient with public dollars 
as well as minimize neighborhood 
impact from construction.
Preliminary design: Once a project 
has been selected to begin, it goes 
through a preliminary design phase. 
Engineers and other experts develop 
30 percent of the design, focusing 
on details that help determine the 
cost of the project. Depending on the 
source of funding for the project, 
budgets are also developed, grants 
applied for, or budget approval is 
sought from the City Council. 

Final design, environmental review, 
and permitting: Final design is 
completed at the same time as 
permitting and environmental 
review are underway. Some projects 
require consultation with local tribes. 
Property acquisition: Sometimes 
the City must purchase easements 
(legal right to use a property). For 
a road project, this could mean 
negotiating with several property 
owners within just one block. This 
phase occurs after environmental 
review. For parks projects, the 
acquisition typically occurs before 
planning and design occurs.
Bid: While all infrastructure 
projects have oversight from our 
engineers and other expert staff, we 
rely on the expertise of construction 
firms to build the project. To select 
a contractor, the City follows an 
open and fair bid process, following 
federal, state, and local laws. The 
City evaluates bids on whether they 
are “responsive” and “responsible”. 
Responsive means they have 
submitted all the proper documents. 
Responsible means they have 
the right personnel, equipment, 
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and finances to perform the 
requirements of the contract. The 
contractor puts together the final 
elements of the contract. 
Construction: Once a contract 
is in place, construction can 
begin. The contractor follows 
the bid documents, including the 
engineering plans, specifications, 
and permit documents to construct 
the project. Neighbors of the 
project site are notified of potential 
impacts before construction begins. 
Construction can take a few months 
or several years, depending on the 
size of the project. Staff give regular 
reports to the City Council on 
progress and communicate updates 
on a project web page.
Funding sources: Infrastructure 
projects are funded through the 
City’s budget (Capital Improvement 
Program, Surface Water 
Management Program, and Parks 
Capital Improvement Program), 
state and federal grants, private 
development sources, real estate 
excise tax (REET), property tax, 
local improvement districts, traffic 
impact fees, and loans. 

Above: Engineering Inspector Brian Tornow checks sediment levels in 
a catch basin.
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Changing Community 
Reflected in City Budget
By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
Developing our City’s budget 
requires both knowledge of 
municipal finance and an 
understanding of what the 
government organization, and 
community, needs.
“We take a lot into consideration 
when developing a budget,” said Eric 
Christensen, Finance Director. “We 
look at the current state of revenues 
and expenditures and ending fund 
balances. We consider the City’s 
strategy and mission—what are we 
trying to achieve and how can we 
justify potential enhancements.”
In the last biennial budget cycle, 
staff presented a long-range 
financial plan, identifying a looming 
structural imbalance, meaning 
expenditures would potentially 
outpace revenues in 2024 if changes 
were not made. The COVID-19 
pandemic, and the subsequent 
economic downturn caused by 
closures necessary to protect public 
health, exacerbated the City’s 
financial position. However, things 
change. Revenues may go up, or 
expenditures may need to increase. 
This is why the City’s financial 
position is reassessed regularly. 
“While sales tax revenue 
remained flat between 2019 and 
2020, program and planning fees 
dropped, which affected overall 
revenues,” says Christensen.
The City must take measures to 
ensure a balanced budget, which 
is required by state law. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, staff 
positions were either cut, or re-

imagined, resulting in staff layoffs 
and furloughs. Programs and 
services were reduced, and staff 
were asked to take on different 
work duties to meet emergency 
needs. With an economic recovery 
on the horizon and new businesses 
opening in Burien, the City is 
revisiting the budget. 
“One of the biggest challenges we 
are facing is the looming structural 
imbalance,” says Christensen. “Our 
long-range financial plan shows 
that tough conversations are needed 
about revenue and expenditures.”
We are currently in the middle of 
a biennial budget cycle. The City 
Council will be considering staff 
requests to adjust the budget this 
fall. Rebecca Hodge, the City’s new 
finance analyst, will be assembling 
these requests and working with 
City leadership to prioritize what 
goes in front of the City Council.
“Budgets are a snapshot of what 
the city needs and is trying to 
accomplish,” said Hodge. “But it 
evolves. The budget document that 
is approved in the beginning of a 
biennial budget cycle can change as 
needs and conditions change. For 
example, the pandemic required us 
to alter what was planned.” 
“The community has a voice 
in what gets prioritized in our 
budget,” said Hodge. 
The City follows state laws 
regarding municipal budgets, and is 
guided by its own financial policies, 
approved by the City Council. The 
budget serves as the plan that guides 
how the City spends public money. 
There are numerous accountability 
requirements and checks and 
balances that are implemented 
to ensure transparency and 
stewardship of public funds. 

Budget Timeline
Budget development follows 
a similar process each year. 
While the community can 
weigh in at any time, there are 
public hearings dedicated to the 
budget scheduled for this fall.
Department Review  
• Baseline budget: This step 
involves understanding current 
expenditures and revenues. 
• Landscape analysis: Staff 
gather information on 
organizational changes and 
changes to tax codes, economic 
conditions, and policies. 
• Goal setting: Staff seek 
guidance from both the City 
Manager and City Council 
regarding their goals. Do they 
want to keep the budget the 
same, do some minor fine-
tuning, or are more significant 
updates desired?
• Budget development: The 
finance director and budget 
analyst work with City 
leadership to collaborate on a 
draft budget. 
City Manager Review 
The City Manager works with 
finance staff and departments 
to finalize and approve a draft 
budget before it is presented to 
the City Council.
Legislative Review
• City Council review: City 
Council reviews the budget 
during public meetings. State 
law requires public hearings 
and the budget be presented to 
City Council in early October. 
There are five council meetings 
devoted to discussing the budget 
before it gets approved, taking 
place from October through 
early December. 
• Budget approval: State law 
requires the City Council to 
approve the budget by the end 
of the year.
Keeping track of the budget
The Finance Department 
records daily expenditures 
and revenue intake. They 
also produce quarterly and 
annual reports tracking budget 
progress. These reports are 
shared with the City Council and 
published on the City website. 
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Code Enforcement 
Creates Safe and 
Healthy Community
By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
Michael Amaya, Burien’s new code 
enforcement officer, is not only new 
to the City of Burien, but also to the 
Pacific Northwest. 
Before moving to the area, he lived 
in Illinois, where he worked for a 
county health department as an 
environmental health practitioner. 
He did everything from inspecting 
wells and septic systems to 
responding to nuisance complaints 
and food safety issues. He has a 
degree in public health with an 
emphasis in environment and health.
This public health background was 
good preparation for his current 
role enforcing Burien health and 
safety codes. 
“Ultimately code violations pose a 
health or environmental risk,” said 
Amaya. “My education plays a role 
in how I approach things. I try to 
educate the individuals on why I’m 
citing them. For example, oils from 
an abandoned car can leak into the 
ground and contaminate groundwater, 
harming the environment.”  
When Burien incorporated in 1993, 
with approximately 20,000 residents, 
the City had one code enforcement 
officer. In 2021, with more than 52,000 
people, there is still only one code 
enforcement officer. This results in a 
backlog of complaints and the need 
to exercise discretion in determining 
priority and whether to enforce in 
every instance.
“I would like to investigate every 
violation or compliant, but those that 

present potential health hazards are 
my first priority,” said Amaya.
When asked about how one person 
manages so many cases, Amaya 
emphasized that collaboration is key.
“Our goal is to reduce harm,” said 
Amaya. “I work closely with our 
human services manager, Recology, 
as well as  community development, 
police, and fire departments to find the 
best solution for the case. I approach 
each case with empathy and try to find 
a solution that makes sense for the 
property owners.” 
After a code violation is reported, 
Amaya works to triage those cases 
that present the most immediate 
health risk or that harm the larger 
community. Unfortunately, some 
complaints are made by neighbors 
that simply do not like each other. 
Amaya tries to ensure that the code 
enforcement process is not used to 
control, harass, or annoy a neighbor. 
When he goes out to investigate a code 
violation, Amaya starts with an honest 
conversation with the individual 
before issuing a notice of violation.
“Let’s say I find someone has a rooster, 
which aren’t allowed in city limits. I 
give them the opportunity to remove 
the rooster within a week, or whatever 
time frame sounds reasonable. If they 
say they can remove the rooster within 
the week, I check back to see if it’s been 
done. If it’s any longer, I issue a notice 
of violation.”
Amaya began working with the 
City at the end of April of 2021 
and since that time has resolved 
approximately 50 code violations.
When he works with tenants and 
property owners, “I talk to them 
like we are on equal ground,” said 
Amaya. “I was talking to someone 
recently and he was giving me 
hiking advice. Taking that step, 

to understand their position, and 
building a collaborative relationship 
is how I approach the work." 
Amaya appreciates the hiking advice 
and, more importantly, the property 
owner’s willingness to work toward 
resolving the code violation.  
Amaya prefers resolving code violations 
through a “voluntary correction 
agreement”. These are developed by 
having the tenant or property owner 
develop a plan, which is then presented 
to the City. If the City accepts the plan, 
then the person implements the plan, 
resolving the code violation.
Currently, Amaya is working with his 
colleagues to examine trends in past code 
violations to see if there are legislative 
solutions for addressing persistent 
issues. For example, there seems to 
be a correlation between individuals 
not having trash service and certain 
code violations. This is part of a holistic 
approach to code compliance that a city 
with not enough staff must take. 
“When it comes to code compliance, we 
try to merge enforcing the code with 
having a relationship with people in the 
community,” said Amaya. “Educating 
individuals, communication, and 
giving people the opportunity to fix 
violations. Punishment is not the 
objective but is sometimes necessary.” 

Code Enforcement 101
The Burien Municipal Code is the 
collection of ordinances (laws) that 
have been adopted by your city 
council. There are also state statutes, 
and county and municipal ordinances.  
Some things that appear to be code 
violations are private property 
disputes that are best resolved by 
those neighbors through alternative 
dispute resolution or court.
City of Burien’s Code Enforcement 
Officer helps enforce Burien’s 
ordinances related to rubbish and 
trash, outdoor storage, parking 
of vehicles on private property, 
unsecured structures, dilapidated 
structures, business licenses, sign 
codes, and other ordinances targeted 
at improving the quality of life in 
Burien. The City of Burien manages 
code enforcement issues through a 
complaint-generated system. If you 
would like to report an issue, you can 
file a complaint online at  
burienwa.gov/report or fill out a Code 
Complaint form at Burien City Hall. 

Above: Rebecca Hodge, the City's new finance analyst, works with 
leadership to develop the budget.

Left: Michael Amaya, Code Enforcement 
Officer, gets ready to go out in the field.
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Community Plans 
Create Shared Rules 
to Build a Burien that 
Works for Everyone 
By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
Burien is located within a growing 
region. Our people and cultures are 
diverse, and our needs continue 
to evolve. Community planning 
is a way for our neighborhoods to 
prepare for the future, with an eye 
toward meeting the needs of people 
who live, work, and visit here now.
There are many tools city planners 
use to support community planning. 
One is called a subarea plan, or 
community plan. Community plans 
are subsets of the Comprehensive 
Plan, which cities are required to 
have according to Washington’s 
Growth Management Act.
Community plans help determine 
what types of development make 
sense for a neighborhood, help plan 
for parks and open spaces, identify 
transportation needs, and detail 
what types of zoning changes need 
to occur. Within plans, there can 
be studies that examine traffic, 

environmental impact of certain 
types of development, stormwater 
needs, and more. 
"Community planning results in 
neighborhoods that do a better job of 
serving people,” said Susan McLain, 
Community Development Director. 
Past planning led to revitalization 
of downtown Burien
Because Burien’s downtown is 
designated as a growth center by 
Puget Sound Regional Council, 
we are required to have an urban 
center plan. Burien’s urban center 
plan, completed in 2019, provides 
guidelines for development to 
ensure we are meeting regional 
growth targets. The plan, along 
with previous studies associated 
with the development of Burien 
Town Square, is making it easier for 
developments like Kinect@Burien to 
occur (see page 22). 
Community plans can also be 
more focused. The Northeast 
Redevelopment Area (NERA) plan, 
for example, aimed to address a 
specific need—airport impacts and 
economic development. The result 
was the creation of an industrial 
area that could support warehouses 
for airport related businesses, new 
roads, and upgrades to the local 
stormwater system, including 

green infrastructure elements. 
The area, prior to re-development, 
was heavily impacted by airport 
noise which made it unsuitable for 
residential use. It’s now home to 
several warehouses including one 
that stores iconic Pacific Northwest 
foods, such as salmon and cherries. 
The area also includes a walking 
trail and a restored segment of 
Miller Creek (see cover).  
“The keyword in planning is 
patience,” said David Johanson, 
Senior Planner. “You may not see 
results until five, ten, or even 15 years 
later.” Both the Town Square and 
NERA plans were crafted many years 
before development actually began.
Current planning efforts set 
neighborhood vision for next 20 years
Currently, the City is creating a 
20-year vision for the Ambaum and 
Boulevard Park neighborhoods. 
Along Ambaum Blvd SW, the 
emphasis is on how to support 
transit-oriented development that 
aligns with the new King County 
Metro RapidRide H Line, scheduled 
to launch in 2022. In Boulevard 
Park, the focus is on how to support 
a thriving commercial center 
that supports existing residential 
neighborhoods as well as new 
housing investments. 

Above, left to right: City planners Nicole Gaudette, Alex Hunt, and David Johanson 
discuss community plans with Community Development Director Susan McLain.
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How Burien’s  
City Clerk Keeps the  
Doors of Government 
Open to All 
By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
For Megan Gregor, being a city clerk 
is a vocation. She works long hours to 
achieve her role’s primary mission—
accessibility and transparency of 
government operations.
The city clerk acts as a neutral third 
party for the city and supports an 
open, accessible, and transparent 
government. They balance the 
interests of City staff and leadership, 
City Council, and the community by 
providing equal amount of service 
to all three.
Burien’s city clerk facilitates the 
smooth functioning of city council 
meetings, manages city records, 
supports leadership team processes, 
and supervises the city hall customer 
service center. Gregor’s team, which 
includes a deputy city clerk, records 
coordinator, and two customer service 
administrative assistants, is not only 
providing day-to-day support for both 
staff and the community but also looks 
for ways to enhance the transparency 
and accessibility of City government.
Under Gregor’s leadership, City 
Council meetings now offer Spanish 
interpretation, and she’s received 
recognition from peer cities for how 
Burien’s City Council meetings have 
been run under pandemic-related 
health directives. 
“When the pandemic first started, we 
tried offering City Council meetings 
by phone conference. It was confusing, 
and we knew right away this wouldn’t 
work for Burien residents,” says Gregor. 

Her team partnered with Information 
Services Division staff to develop a 
technology solution and coordinated 
with the city attorney to develop new 
meeting procedures that worked for 
everyone, while still complying with 
the Open Public Meetings Act.
“We know now we can do more 
virtually than we thought we could 
before,” says Gregor. “For the future, 
we are focused on supporting hybrid 
public meetings because we have 
seen that that offering meetings 
online actually increases access. It’s 
easier to provide interpretation and 
it helps those who have caregiving 
responsibilities to be able 
participate in public meetings.”
She and her team have also made 
significant progress in organizing 
the City’s 28 years of city records. The 
plan is to have a significant number 
of city records freely available online 
within the next few years.
“You should be able to go to your 
government website to find what you 
need. This is a right we all have as 
part of being American,” says Gregor. 

The City will next be undertaking a 
major update to the Comprehensive 
Plan, the centerpiece of our 
planning efforts. State law 
requires this update be completed 
by June 2024. A comprehensive 
plan is a document designed to 
guide the future action of a city. 
Comprehensive plans also present a 
vision for the future with long-range 
goals and objectives for all activities 
that affect local government.
"Planning is complicated and 
it requires communities to be 
courageous and speak about the 
future, which can be really hard 
sometimes,” said McLain. “I've seen 
a direct connection between the 
work we do and the physical form of 
the city. It's great to be working for a 
city that really serves people." 
Shared game plan
Community planning creates shared 
rules that both the municipal 
government and private developers 
can use to build a city that works 
better for all who live, work, and 
play here. 
“Plans identify actions from 
government,” said McLain. “But 
it can also establish an action 
strategy for everyone who is part of 
a neighborhood’s development or 
transition over time. It helps build 
community consensus so that public 
and private investment is responsive 
to community needs.”

Burien’s built environment relies 
on private property owners as much 
as it does on public investments. 
Development often occurs 
incrementally. For example, for 
many years, stretches of 1st Ave 
S, a major arterial, did not have 
sidewalks. Private property owners 
formed a “local improvement 
district” to help pay for sidewalks, 
underground power lines, and other 
street upgrades. 
Developers building a subdivision 
may build new roads, sidewalks, or 
other infrastructure improvements, 
all of which must comply with 
regulations that are set through 
planning process.
Private and public planning can 
align to encourage economic growth 
and production of more housing.
“Community members and 
developers want predictability,” said 
Johanson. “If things are changing 
all the time, it’s hard for them to 
understand the rules and see where 
they can invest.” 
Public involvement is critical for 
successful planning. Community 
members and other stakeholders 
can weigh in at multiple points of the 
process including at the beginning in 
setting a vision, providing feedback 
on neighborhood concepts, and 
providing public comment during 
Planning Commission and City 
Council meetings.

What is a  
community plan?
Also known as a subarea plan, 
community plans are a subset of 
the Comprehensive Plan. They 
provide a vision for growth and 
investment in a specific area of 
the city, looking 20 years into the 
future. They are different from 
functional plans, which may look 
at a certain type of activity or 
facilities such as critical areas, 
transportation, bicycle and 
pedestrian access, or parks and 
open spaces. Studies on specific 
elements, such as stormwater or 
traffic, are often conducted as 
part of a community plan.

The process for creating a 
community plan includes:

 ᄓ Background study
 ᄓ Project scoping
 ᄓ Community engagement 
which can include visioning 
and concept development

 ᄓ Publication of draft plan
 ᄓ Studies
 ᄓ Presentation of final plan to 
the City Council
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City Records 101
A city record is everything that is 
written or recorded that is produced 
by a city during working hours by 
both employees and volunteers. This 
includes documents, emails, photos, 
graphics, meeting recordings, 
meeting notes, etc. Washington's 
Public Records Act dictates what 
types of records need to be kept and 
which can be discarded.
You can request public records 
by submitting a request via an 
online or printable form. The City 
is required to acknowledge receipt 
of the request within five business 
days, but is allowed to give a 
reasonable timeline for fulfilling 
the request. For larger requests, 
the City may deliver the documents 
in installments. 
While many record requests can 
be fulfilled for free, there are 
sometimes charges associated with 
public records requests. This is to 
help finance the staff hours required 
to fulfill the request.

What is the Open 
Public Meetings Act?
The Open Public Meetings Act 
(OPMA) dictates the procedures 
of public government meetings, 
including how the community 
is notified before a meeting 
(public notice process), how many 
councilmembers can be present 
before a quorum is reached (four), 
what topics can be discussed in an 
executive session, and more. 

Above, left to right: City Clerk Megan Gregor and Deputy City Clerk Heather Dumlao 
review City Council meeting minutes on a computer monitor.
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Comunidad, comida, 
and celebración

Roxana Pardo Garcia  
Burien Citizen of the Year

Alimentando al Pueblo was founded in 
May 2020 as a response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The nonprofit organization 
started as a grassroots effort to 
distribute culturally appropriate food 
for the Latinx community in Highline. 
Food boxes are categorized by region. 
Mexican-themed boxes may feature 
Chile California and tortillas. Central 
American-themed boxes feature 
condensed and evaporated milk. And 

Caribbean-themed boxes usually 
include items like yucca and plantains. 
The food distribution events 
are celebratory. They feature 
music and art, and everyone who 
volunteers speaks Spanish and is 
from the community.
“There’s a lot of joy in our food 
bank,” said Roxana Pardo Garcia, 
the organization’s founder.

“We have the solutions to  
our problems”
About two months into the 
pandemic, Pardo Garcia overheard 
her mother and aunt talking about 
how her aunt needed to access the 
food bank but felt like she couldn’t 
go because none of the foods 
provided were foods she could eat. 
“It triggered my memories of going 
to food banks and going on behalf 
of my mom,” said Pardo Garcia. “I 
remember walking down the lines 
and saying ‘I don’t know what any of 
this is.’ A lot of it was on the brink of 
expiration or expired. It just doesn’t 
make you feel good.”
The conversation stuck with her. 
Pardo Garcia was working for the City 
of Seattle when the pandemic struck. 
“It was during a time when a lot 
of us were really questioning 
how we want to show up for our 
community,” said Pardo Garcia. 

At the same time, Pardo Garcia was 
talking to Lina Thompson, pastor of 
Lake Burien Presbyterian Church. 
An idea formed about how to address 
growing food insecurity in her 
community while creating a space 
for healing and community bonding.

“The idea plus this internal 
dialogue I was having came 
together, and I was like, 
let’s do this. We have the 
solutions to our problems.” 

- Roxana Pardo Garcia

She reached out to several local 
organizations, and the women that led 
them, to get them on board. That May, 
the group worked on how to tell the 
story of the need they were trying to 
fill, launching a fundraising campaign 
the following month. By July, only 
six weeks later, they had hosted their 
first food distribution event. Over the 
course of the last year, they served 
more than 3,500 community members 
and distributed 2,550 food boxes.
Their idea gained attention 
from government and private 
philanthropy, who delivered larger 
grants to support the program. 
Pardo Garcia was recognized by The 
Seattle Times as a “2020 hero”. 
This attention has garnered not only 
more grant funding and donations, 
but has also sparked a new 
conversation around food, charity, 
and social services.
“I saw comments from people saying 
‘wow, I never thought I could donate 
this type of food’,” said Pardo Garcia. 
Food banks across the region—and 
country—are also taking notice. 
“We’ve been getting calls from 
all over—Las Vegas, Colorado, 
Virginia—about how to replicate 
the work in their communities,” 
said Pardo Garcia. “People say it’s 
a genius idea. But is it genius to be 
able to give people the food that they 
deserve and know to cook? That’s a 
really basic thing.” 

Facilitating healing and 
undoing harm
After formally incorporating 
as a 501(c)(3) this spring, they 
launched a campaign to raise one 
million dollars to grow and expand 
the work. The City of Burien is 
delivering $80,000 through a federal 

pandemic relief grant to support the 
expansion of the program. 
They will continue to host food 
distribution events, but the new 
funding will also support new 
ventures. They are hosting youth 
summer camps, pop-up markets, 
and community festivals. A 
training program for communities 
interested in replicating their 
model has been launched.
“We are calling it ‘community, 
food, and celebration’,” said Pardo 
Garcia. “Seeing people for who they 
are and what they bring to the table 
and undoing a lot of harm that has 
been done to them as a result of 
racism and white supremacy and 
colonization. We are facilitating 
healing for our community.”

Women making it happen
Pardo Garcia gives credit to the 
women behind the organizations 
that worked together to form the 
partnership. Pardo Garcia worked 
for New Futures as a teenager 
and served on the board of Para 
los Niños for eight years. She has 
also partnered with Colectiva 
del Pueblo and Lake Burien 
Presbyterian Church through 
grassroots community organizing 
and advocacy efforts. She recalls 
that as a teenager she looked up to 
Sili Savusa, the current executive 
director of White Center Community 
Development Association, who 
served as Highline Public Schools 
board director when Pardo Garcia 
was in high school.
“These are people that helped raise 
me, influenced the way I connect 
to community and now we are in 
partnership together making it 
happen. They deserve recognition as 
pillars in our community.”
Alimentando al Pueblo is a nonprofit 
organization based in Burien bringing 
culturally-relevant foods to Highline 
area’s Latinx community. They also 
support summer youth camps, pop-up 
markets, and community celebrations. 
The organization is a partnership 
between La Roxay Productions, Lake 
Burien Presbyterian Church, Colectiva 
del Pueblo, Para los Niños, and 
Southwest Youth and Family Services’ 
New Futures program.  

Learn more: 
laroxay.com/alimentando 

into serving as the intake coordinator 
for all donated goods and running the 
clothing bank. Charlotte also works 
with and trains new volunteers. 
When asked what motivates her to 
keep going, she said, “I got to know 
the homeless guys and the homeless 
women, they’ve become my family. 
We’re just really close. They feel like 
we’re just family. That’s what motivates 
me is keeping so close to everybody.”
Transform Burien eventually grew 
and is now supported by more than 
a dozen local churches, who all 
provide volunteers. 
“It’s just grown on me,” says Don. “It 
changed me dramatically. It changed 
how I look at homeless people.”
Today, Charlotte trains and 
organizes teams of volunteers 
to manage a clothing bank. Don 
manages the kitchen and laundry 
services. Don runs the laundry 
program and leads preparation of 
meals several days per week.
During the pandemic, the 
organization was without an 
executive director. Don and 
Charlotte stepped in to keep 
Transform Burien running. They 
helped manage the move from the 
Burien Annex to a building owned 
by Highline Public Schools.
“We only missed serving one meal 
during that time,” said Don.
Now, with a new executive director, 
and in a new home at the former 
Sunnydale Elementary School, 
their services are growing. Both 
LEAD and REACH programs, which 
help connect people experiencing 
homelessness to services, make 
regular stops at Transform Burien. 
Mobile showers, medical and dental 
vans, and other providers also 
connect with the organization.
Don and Charlotte both praise these 
services and the help they provide. They 
also have something to say to those who 
may want to become a volunteer.

“Be open minded. It 
takes time to get to know 
people. Get to know 
them and you’ll find out 
you like them.”

- Don Berg
Learn more: 
transformoutreach.org

By Emily Inlow-Hood, Communications Officer

“We’re like family” 
Don and Charlotte Berg

Burien Citizens of the Year

Don and Charlotte Berg are at 
Transform Burien most days. You 
can find them in the kitchen, sorting 
donated clothes, operating the laundry 
facilities—or you can find them simply 
talking to the many people who walk 
through their doors every day. Both 
Charlotte and Don describe the people 
Transform Burien serves as their 
friends or “like family.” The feeling 
appears to be mutual as many of the 
clients Transform Burien serves greet 
them as “Mom” and “Pop”. 
“They both have a passion for 
helping needy individuals in our 
community and getting to know 
them as people,” said Charles 
Schaefer, who nominated the Bergs 
for the Citizen of the Year award.

From the beginning
Don, a retired technical writer, was 
part of the original volunteer crew 
who formed Transform Burien 15 
years ago. Transform Burien started 
when two local churches, who 
were already running a clothing 
bank, decided they wanted to begin 
feeding people as well. 
“The very first meal that they 
served, I was there,” said Don. “The 
adults were cooking and the youth 
from Highline Christian Church 
served the meals.” 
Charlotte start volunteering a few 
years later, after hearing from 
someone in her Bible study group 
that they needed help sorting 
clothes. Charlotte, who had recently 
retired from running a daycare and 
preschool, said, “I don’t want to just 
sit around and do nothing.” 
What started as volunteering once 
per week in the clothing bank turned 

Photo credit: Roxana Pardo Garcia
Photo credit: Transform Burien
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New Highline High 
School Opens Its Doors
By Rosie Eades, Communications 
Specialist, Highline Public Schools
Almost 100 years after Highline High 
School first opened its doors in 1924, 
students and staff now start school in 
a beautiful new 230,000-square-foot 
building this September. 
Despite pandemic impacts, Highline 
Public Schools completed the 
demolition and construction in just 
two years.
Funded by the 2016 school bond, 
the old school was demolished in 
the summer of 2019 and replaced 
from the ground up. Construction 
started by drilling 2,300 25-foot-
deep aggregate piers filled with 
compacted gravel—a dramatic 
improvement to seismic safety. 
The main entrance was 
reconstructed—minus the stairs—
with the original terra-cotta 
decorations. The stained-glass pirate 
artwork from the entrance of the 
previous building was reframed 
and installed a few steps inside 
the new main entrance. A history 
wall features the story of the school 

By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
For many parents of young children, 
finding a childcare provider can be 
overwhelming. It often feels like 
there is some kind of secret code 
you need to crack in order to find a 
provider so you can return to work. 
This is where Child Care 
Resources can step in. Child 
Care Resources is a nonprofit 
organization that has been 
supporting Washington families 
since 1990. They help families 
in their search for childcare, 
assist families experiencing 
homelessness with childcare costs, 
coach and provide resources for 
childcare professionals, and train 
and empower low-income and 
refugee women pursuing careers 
in early learning.
Their call center offers a one-stop shop 
for all childcare-related questions. 
They maintain comprehensive 
childcare referral lists and help 
parents and guardians understand 
the early achievers system and what 
to look for in a childcare program. For 
anyone who is interested in opening 
their own childcare program, they 
also provide information about 
licensing and becoming a licensed 
provider. They can also talk families 
through eligibility screening for 
financial assistance and in Burien, 
they assist with childcare costs for 
families experiencing homelessness. 
All their programs are free to use.

Supporting family, friend, and 
neighbor caregivers
According to Lisa Conley, manager 
of the Family Friend and Neighbor 

Program, 75 percent of Washington 
children are not in licensed 
childcare. Instead they are at 
home with a parent or in the care 
of extended family, friends, or 
neighbors while their parents are at 
work or school, and those caregivers 
are often not connected to early 
learning programs or supported by 
the statewide early learning system. 
Some parents prefer to have their 
children stay with extended family 
who share their language or culture. 
Parents who work untraditional or 
unpredictable hours often must rely 
on family, a friend, or a neighbor 
because licensed care doesn’t 
accommodate people who have 
shifting schedules.
The Family Friend and Neighbor 
program provides a range of 
support for this type of childcare 
arrangement. To meet the needs of 
these families, Child Care Resources 
works in partnership with local 
community-based organizations.

Supportive network for child 
care providers
Child Care Resources also provides 
comprehensive services for 
childcare providers. They help 
these small business owners 
secure the right licensing, meet 
regulations, and facilitate access to 
support and resources. 
“We want providers to succeed,” said 
Stacy Morrison, Department Manager, 
Coaching King and Pierce Counties.
They also support the Kaleidoscope 
Play and Grow program, which 
offers parents and extended family, 
friend, and neighbor caregivers 
the opportunity to support 
their children's early learning 

through everyday activities and 
build relationships with other 
participants. There are two groups 
currently meeting in Burien, in 
partnership with Southwest Youth 
and Family Services and Children’s 
Therapy Center.
“I got to know a mom who had been 
coming with three of her sons in 
sequence. She speaks Somali, but 
she joined the Spanish speaking 
groups because she found it’s very 
community-oriented,” said Conley.

Pandemic highlights essential 
nature of childcare work
It’s this long track record of 
success and relationships that 
made Child Care Resources the 
logical choice to support families 
through the pandemic. Both 
King County and City of Burien 
contracted with Child Care 
Resources to disburse $311,000 for 
childcare subsidies, helping 48 
Burien households pay for three 
months of childcare.
They also stepped in to help 
businesses survive the pandemic, 
and they are now busy helping 
these businesses reopen. Even 
before the pandemic, there were 
not enough childcare providers to 
meet demand. It’s estimated that 
five childcare businesses in Burien 
closed last year.
“When the pandemic first started, 
a lot of businesses had to close,” 
said Morrison. “Right now, we 
are supporting a lot of marketing 
strategies, but we have also supported 
the childcare providers by helping 
them fill out grant applications, 
getting PPE supplies, and getting them 
back into compliance.” 

inside the north lobby and at the 
entrance of the new 1,500-seat gym.
Designed by Bassetti Architects and 
constructed by Skanska USA, the 
new building boasts state-of-the-
art career and technical education 
classrooms, science laboratories, 
fitness facilities, and an intimate 
400-seat theater. It has views of 
Mount Rainier from the three-story 
south wing, and soaring, natural 
wood ceilings and beams in the 
commons area that connects the 
north and south wings. 

Highline invites the community 
to celebrate the grand reopening 
of Highline High School at one 
of these public events during 
homecoming week:
Community Grand Opening 
Ceremony & Tours
Thursday, October 21, 6–8 p.m.
Alumni Reception & Tours
Friday, October 22, 3–5 p.m.
Attend the homecoming game that 
Friday evening and cheer on  
the Pirates!
More information: 
highlineschools.org/keepingourpromise

Morrison expressed admiration for 
the providers who kept their doors 
open throughout the pandemic, 
while also respecting those who 
made the hard choice to temporarily 
close because of their own personal 
safety concerns.
“They are essential workers,” said 
Morrison. “They didn’t get what they 
deserved, working so hard, putting 
their lives in danger.”
Adapting to new ways of delivering 
service during the pandemic, Child 
Care Resources helped families with 
undocumented immigration status 
by distributing Visa gift cards, 
supported through private funding. 
Other needs emerged as the 
pandemic wore on. 
“We’re fielding a lot of questions 
about child development and the 
impact of isolation,” said Conley. 
Social emotional growth, mental 
health, and getting along with peers 
are top concerns. 
Conley also witnessed a large shift to 
family, friend, or neighbor caregiving. 
“Childcare options were closed 
and they didn’t feel comfortable 
sending kids into a group setting,” 
Conley said.
They also saw a rise in middle 
school and high school students 
being asked to take care of younger 
siblings, or elderly or disabled 
family members, sometimes to the 
detriment of their own schoolwork. 
“I don’t know if schools are 
prepared for students returning 
to in-person learning and being 
behind because of caregiving 
responsibilities,” said Conley.

Help is a phone call away
“Child Care Resources loves 
children and childcare providers. 
We want children to have 
better opportunities. This is an 
organization of fierce advocates 
for the early learning field and 
children.” said Norma Lobo, Family 
Resource Program Manager.
You can access their services by 
calling or texting their free Child 
Care Aware of Washington Family 
Resource Center at 1-800-446-1114, 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., 
or email familycenter@childcare.org. 

Learn more at childcare.org.

Highline Tutoring & Testing Center

 
 

 
 

BURIEN CITIZEN  
OF THE YEAR 2017

245 SW 152nd Street, Suite A, Burien WA  
206.242.0245 | httctutor@gmail.com

 

highlinetutoringtesting.yolasite.com

 

Association with Academy Northwest.
Individualized on-line and in-person tutoring 

test proctoring   •   Special Education
adults, college, K–12   •   credit classes
complete home education programs 

leading up to graduation
set up to meet COVID-19 standards for a school, 

per Washington State Standards

est.1983

Fierce Advocates: 
Parents and Child Care Providers Have 
Child Care Resources on Their Side Photo credit: Child Care Resources

Photo credit: Highline Public Schools

COMMUNITY

FALL 2021       | 21|       BURIEN MAGAZINE20



A Shared Vision Realized: 

Kinect@Burien
By Chris Craig, Economic 
Development Manager
Construction has begun on 
Kinect@Burien, a new mixed-use 
multifamily housing development 
with ground floor retail space in 
downtown Burien. The development 
will be sited on a former 
underutilized parking lot owned 
by the City of Burien as well as the 
site of a privately-owned former 
commercial building.
The development of a project like 
this doesn’t come without planning, 
collaboration between the public 
and private sector, and significant 
community input and imagination.

From strip malls to vibrant  
town square
Twenty years ago, a group of city 
leaders and community members 
gathered to create a vision for 
downtown Burien. After months 
of community meetings, feedback 
sessions with community planners, 
developers, and other urban planning 
experts, a shared vision for a new 
Burien “town square” emerged.
From that vision, plans began to 
form to create a new civic center, 
attract housing developers, and 
design for a new Town Square 
Park. Despite an economic 
recession, in 2009, Burien’s 
Town Square debuted. Since 
the opening of Town Square 
Park, Town Square 

Condominiums, and the combined 
Burien City Hall and Burien 
Library civic center, new housing 
developments have filled in around 
Burien Town Square. Businesses 
soon started filling the empty 
commercial spaces on the ground 
floor, and the vibrant town square 
that was imagined twenty years ago 
was coming to fruition.
This is how a plan impacts the 
future of a community, by creating 
shared rules that everyone can use 
to build a city that works for all. 

Urban center plan  
re-imagines downtown 
In 2020, the City of Burien took on 
a planning effort to create a vision 
for the larger downtown area, or 
“urban center”. The Burien Urban 
Center Plan builds on downtown’s 
unique character and existing 
strengths and was informed 
by extensive dialogue with the 
community. It recommends types 
of land use and development in 
specific subareas of downtown. City 
staff heard the community ask for 
more housing density in downtown 
Burien, and the plan reflects that 
community vision. Specific policies 
in the plan recommend that public 
investments and housing be placed 

within a quarter mile of transit, 
redevelopment be 

encouraged in key areas, building 
and street designs should enhance 
the pedestrian experience, and 
that underground parking be 
encouraged.

Kinect@Burien
When American Property 
Development approached City staff 
with their idea for redeveloping the 
municipal parking lot on SW 151st 
St into a high-density multifamily 
development, they had been inspired 
by previous investments in the 
neighborhood. They had already 
acquired site control of an adjacent 
property, but it was because of the 
policies detailed in the Urban Center 
Plan, which recommended more high-
density multifamily housing, that the 
City considered selling the underused 
parking lot to the developer.  
“Kinect@Burien will build on the 
investments made in Burien Town 
Square, providing additional housing 
options for residents and supporting 
the vitality of our downtown 
business district,” said Brian J. 
Wilson, Burien City Manager.
Twenty percent of the units will 
be affordable to renters earning 80 
percent of the area median income 
(AMI). This is in accordance with 
the City's multifamily tax exemption 
program. Construction of the project 
includes programs to prioritize 
local hiring and promote woman 
and minority-owned (WMO) firms. 
The development will include 230 

multifamily units, ground floor 
commercial retail 

space, 275 

underground parking stalls for 
residents, construction of new 
sidewalks on SW 151st St. and 
additional street trees. Seven of the 
eight businesses that were located 
on the privately-owned adjacent 
property have secured new locations 
within Burien, with one tenant 
consolidating with another location 
they currently operate.
The project will also be built to 
LEED Silver standards and will 
achieve Green Globes certification 
for environmentally sustainable 
design and operations. These details 
were part of the negotiation that 
occurred between the City and the 
Bellevue-based development group 
and drew upon the community input 
provided in past planning efforts.
One of the goals of the original 
Burien Town Square vision was 
to serve “as a catalyst for the 
redevelopment and revitalization 
of downtown Burien” adding that 
“town square should encourage, 
transition to, and facilitate successful 
adjacent development.” The Kinect@
Burien development will build on 
that vision, and the urban center 
plan policies, to continue the 
momentum of development and 
growth in the downtown.
“We are excited to invest in a 
vibrant, growing community like 
Burien," said Dave Sinnett, Director 
of Development with American 
Property Development. “We look 
forward to providing a premier 
multifamily community that 
allows residents a walkable, urban 
lifestyle, with access to all of the 
quality amenities downtown Burien 
has to offer.” 

Project timeline:
 ᘩ October 2020: City executes a 

disposition and development 
agreement with American 
Property Development, Inc. for 
sale and redevelopment of an 
underutilized City property 
at SW 151st St and SW 8th St in 
downtown Burien. 

 ᘩ June 2021: Sale of the City-
owned land was finalized.

 ᘩ July 2021: Demolition begins.
 ᘩ August 2021– August 2023: 

Construction.

Leslie Newman, Realtor/Broker
206.769.8882  •  leslienewman@remax.net
www.leslienewman.com

Steps to the Junction 
and Dragonfly Park!

$649,950  •  MLS#1819080

Accepting New Patients 
for a Unique Dental 

Experience

We offer a full line of 
Cosmetic treatments 
along with Sedation 

Dentistry and General 
Dental care.

1800 SW 152nd Street, Suite 201
Burien, WA 98166

www.kennerdentalgroup.com

206-248-1339

No Insurance? Ask about 
our office Wellness Plan.
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By Paige Morris, Environmental 
Education Specialist
To prepare for the impacts of 
climate change, the City of Burien 
is working with neighbors and 
community leaders to develop 
Burien’s first community-level 
climate action plan. The goal of 
the plan is to detail strategic and 
achievable strategies to reduce 
the total amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions emitted in Burien. 
The plan will also recommend 
actions that both government and 
community can take to help create a 
more resilient Burien.
The City has convened a community 
advisory group, hosted two 
community workshops, conducted a 
community wide survey, and spent 
time at community events talking 
to Burien community members 
about the plan. The third and final 
community workshop will be held in 
September. Burien’s climate action 
plan complements regional efforts 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and protect communities from the 
worst impacts of climate change. 

Get Involved
Learn: Look for the draft climate action 
plan to be released this fall, including 
Burien’s greenhouse gas emission 
inventory and draft strategies and 
actions at burienwa.gov/climate.
Public comment: While the survey is 
closed, you can still email comments 
to environment@burienwa.gov or 
directly to the City Council at  
council@burienwa.gov. 
Attend: The third and final 
community workshop will provide 
another opportunity to weigh in. 
The City Council will discuss the 
plan this fall. Find meeting details 
at burienwa.gov/climate.
Volunteer: Find opportunities 
to volunteer with Green Burien 
Partnership, a program that aims to 
protect Burien’s urban forest through 
education, environmental restoration, 
and volunteer work parties, at 
burienwa.gov/GreenBurien.

By Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
“Our kids are telling us, something’s 
not right.” 
This is what Riel LaPlant said when 
he described what motivated he and 
other educators to found Tahlequah 
Dreams, an innovative new project-
based science learning program 
combining Native and Western 
knowledge for middle-school age 
urban Native youth. 
“People often think of Western 
and Native science as two different 
things. Kind of like oil and water,” 
said LaPlant. “People say they 
don’t mix. But that’s not true. Oil 
and water can mix. You just need 
something called an emulsifier.”
Emulsification is one of the guiding 
principles that LaPlant has in mind 
as they design a curriculum that 
blends two very distinct ways of 
understanding the world around us. 
The students will spend a year 
following the engineering design 
process, learning from experts 
in both Indigenous and Western 
sciences, and proposing solutions. 
They will witness salmon 
spawning, and learn from Native 
fisherman how to catch, process, 
and eat salmon. 
“There is this whole cycle 
of energy we want them to 
experience,” said LaPlant. 
The program aims to prepare its 
Native youth participants for post-
secondary education by giving them 
real-world situations and teaching 
them how to solve problems.

Orca mother’s grief  
inspires change
The story of Tahlequah, the orca 
mother who in 2018 carried her dead 
calf for at least 17 days and 1,000 
miles off the Pacific Northwest coast, 
became a symbol for the devastating 
impact of environmental 
degradation and climate change. 
The original name the founders 
considered for their program was 
Tahlequah’s Warning. But after they 
heard she had birthed a new calf, 
they saw a more hopeful vision, and 
changed it to Tahlequah’s Dream.

Two years later, a breakthrough 
study was published that provided an 
important clue to the mystery of why 
so many coho salmon, which are a 
large part of an orca’s diet, were dying 
as soon as they reached the Seattle 
area’s urban waters. Researchers had 
discovered that a chemical found 
in tire dust is entering local creeks, 
killing 40 to 80% of returning coho 
salmon. Some of the data for this 
study was gathered in Burien’s Miller 
Creek by volunteers during the annual 
Community Salmon Investigation. 
That study inspired the first 
problem that students in the 
program will be asked to tackle— 
“How can we reduce runoff from 
going into our local creeks?”

Passing the mic
The program not only aims to help 
the students grow as leaders and as 
scientists, but also discover ways 
to create change and how to rely on 
each other as a part of a community. 
LaPlant is an educator in Seattle 
Public Schools who formerly 
worked in Highline Public Schools. 
He is an enrolled member of the 
Blackfeet Nation. 
“The most important thing we can 
do is to pass the mic to the kids, and 

to pass the mic to the people who are 
most marginalized,” said LaPlant. 
“We want to give the kids a platform 
to learn, grow, and spread their own 
message and solutions.” 
The program is not just focusing 
on nurturing the next generation 
of scientists. Another goal is to 
facilitate community and strengthen 
identity among urban Native 
youth. Many live very far from 
their traditional homelands. The 
educators aim to instill a sense of 
community between the youth, 
while also helping them cultivate 
a reciprocal relationship with the 
land they live in now.
Highline’s Native Education 
Program facilitates many 
opportunities like this for Burien’s 
urban Native youth. Sara Marie 
Ortiz, program manager of 
Highline Public Schools Native 
Education program and an enrolled 
member of Acoma Pueblo, is a 
program mentor.
“This is a part of continuum of 
knowing, being, and doing,” said 
Ortiz. “All of us here have had really 
good teachers. We are doing this 
because we were taught to do so. It 
is an Indigenous value to learn by 
doing and by serving.” 

Tahlequah Dreams Nurtures  
Next Generation of Native Scientists

This program is open to any urban Native youth in the Seattle area, and is 
funded through a grant from Running Strong for American Indian Youth. 
Unkitawa is the 501(c)(3) fiscal sponsor of the program.

State and regional progress on climate action
The 2021 state legislative session saw historic progress in Washington’s effort 
to tackle climate change. 

HB 1050: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from fluorinated gases. 
Hydrofluorocarbons (“HFCs”), or fluorinated gases, are one of the fastest 
growing sources of greenhouse gas emissions in Washington. HFCs are also 
one of the most potent greenhouse gases in existence. These chemicals are 
typically used in refrigeration, insulating foams, and as propellants.

What does the law do?
 ᘡ Establishes a refrigerant management program to address leaks or other 

emissions from large air conditioning units and refrigeration equipment.
 ᘡ Provides direction on end of life management of HFC-containing refrigerants.
 ᘡ Establishes a state purchasing and procurement preference for 

recycled refrigerants.
 ᘡ Establishes a maximum global warming threshold for HFC’s uses in new 

refrigeration units (including ice rinks).

HB 1091: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions by reducing the carbon 
intensity of transportation fuel. Transportation is the largest category of 
greenhouse gas emission in Washington state (45% of the total emissions). 
Washington joins Oregon, California, and British Columbia who have all 
adopted clean fuel standards. This new clean fuel standard will not raise 
fuel prices.

What does the law do?
 ᘡ Cuts emissions gradually by reducing the carbon intensity of 

transportation fuels. Clean fuel standards will require fuel producers to 
reduce carbon intensity of their fuels 20% below 2017 levels by 2038. 

SB 5126: Concerning the Washington climate commitment act.

What does the law do?
 ᘡ Caps and reduces climate pollution and creates revenue for climate 

investments to help Washington transition to a clean energy 
infrastructure and economy.

 ᘡ Prioritize investments that advance equity and environmental justice.

King County’s Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP):
Adopted in 2021, the SCAP is a five-year blueprint for County climate action, 
integrating climate change into all areas of County operations and work 
with King County cities, partners, communities, and residents. The SCAP 
outlines King County’s priorities and commitments for climate action to 
residents and partners.

Burien’s Climate Action Plan Supports 
Regional Efforts to Build Resilient Community

ARTS, CULTURE, & SUSTAINABILITY
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PROUD MEMBER OF THE  
MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

“Warm and happy customers since 1938”

206.243.7700

#1 CHOICE FOR DUCTLESS 
HEAT PUMPS

• FURNACES / AIR CONDITIONING
• SERVICE / INSTALLATION
• HEATING OILS

Growing Burien’s 
Vibrant Legacy of 
Public Art 
By Gina Kallman,  
Cultural Arts Supervisor
As you travel around Burien have you 
ever wondered about the dozens of 
murals that stretch across buildings 
throughout the city, the traffic signal 
box wrapped with artwork on your 
local street corner, or the whimsical 
clock on 152nd St? All of these are 
examples of public art. Public art 
is any art that is in a public space. 
Artists can create artworks with 
the help of city and regional public 
art grants, or financial support 
from community and businesses. 
Sometimes the artist uses their own 
funds to pay for the artwork.
The Burien Arts Commission, a 
volunteer board of nine Burien 
residents who are appointed by 
the City Council, is responsible 
for planning public art projects 
in Burien. The Arts Commission 
recommends funding allocations 
for the annual City of Burien 
sponsored Arts and Culture Grants 
and supports arts in the community 
through events and residency 
programs in the schools.
In 2020, the Arts Commission 
and City staff started a project 
to develop a long-range art plan. 
This five- to ten-year plan will 

help guide how Burien’s public art 
funding is used, what types of art 
will be installed in Burien, and 
where it will be installed. The Arts 
Commission has been busy over 
the past year researching art plans 
from other cities, gaining a better 
understanding of the importance of 
public art, and discussing how best 
to gather ideas from the community.

Help Create Burien’s Public 
Art Plan
This is where you come into the 
picture. To create an art plan that 
truly reflects the community, we 
need your input. How do you feel 
about public art? What public art 
brings you joy? Where would you 
like to see more public art in Burien?
Explore the new Burien Public 
Art Map and then take the survey 
and let us know your thoughts!
City staff will compile the results 
from the survey and present the 
findings to the Arts Commission, 
who will use it to create a public 
art plan that reflects your input. 
Community members can 
also provide input during the 
public comment portion of Arts 
Commission and City Council public 
meetings. The plan will then be 
presented to the City Council for 
their final approval. 
burienwa.gov/artmap

Tips for Throwing an 
Eco-friendly Party 

We all know that litter is harmful 
to the environment. As plastic 
litter degrades, chemicals and 

microparticles are released that 
can harm water quality 

and wildlife. Wondering 
how you can throw 
an awesome party 

in one of our parks 
and help protect 

our environment? 
Here are some 
ways that you can 
throw an outdoor 
party that is  
also friendly to  
the planet.

Students created strong 
partnerships with volunteers 
at Sustainable Burien, Spark 
Northwest, and Burien People 
for Climate Action, as well as 
school district staff and leaders. 
They credit their mentors, Elly-
Hien Trinh and Jodi Escareño at 
Sustainable Burien, for advice and 
assistance in their campaign to 
raise awareness and funding for 
solar power at their school. 
“I can see the change and growth 
of students in just one year,” said 
Trinh. “At the beginning, when we 
met [over Zoom] they had videos off. 
Now they have talked to all the big 
shots. I couldn’t be more proud.” 
The students have a message for 
others who want to start similar 
projects in their own schools.

“Don’t be afraid. And if you are looking 
for ways to start projects, look to your 
local community and nonprofits. 
There’s a lot of support you can find,” 
said Ruth Assefa, one of the graduating 
members of the environmental club.
The baton passes to incoming HHS 
Environmental Club president 
Jordan Powers this year, with several 
club members moving on to college. 
“What inspires me about our club 
is that it’s woman-based at the 
moment, and that’s empowering,” 
said Powers. “We have so much 
involvement from our community, 
which puts us in more leadership 
positions. I’m really proud of that.”
Khuc plans to study environmental 
science at the University of Washington. 
“When I started this project, I didn’t 
know how a project would work. I 
didn’t even know a lot about solar 
panels,” said Khuc. “Through this 
project, I learned not just a lot about 
solar panels, but also about myself." 

Burien Magazine is highlighting stories of 
community members seeking solutions and working 
together to build Burien’s climate-change resilience. 

Above: "Community" 
by Angie Hinojos Yusuf 
wraps a traffic signal box 
at SW 148th St.

1. Say goodbye to balloons and 
confetti. Did you know balloons 
and confetti are not allowed at 
Burien parks? They not only have 
a negative impact on the parks, 
beach, and wildlife, but they are 
also a pain to clean up! A fabric 
banner you can use year after year 
is a fun alternative and can turn 
into a treasured family heirloom. 

2. Clean up after your party. Our 
hard-working parks maintenance 
staff and volunteers do what 
they can to keep our parks clean. 
Please be sure you don’t leave 
behind a mess for them and pack 
out everything you brought in. 

3. Our parks are the decoration. Let 
the beauty of Burien parks shine 
by not decorating. Can you really 
beat the view of Puget Sound? 

4. Choose sustainable. Save 
money and the planet by packing 
plates, cups, and reusable 
napkins if you can. Better yet? 
Ask your guest to bring a colorful 
plate or cup of their own to use! 
Or, if you don’t want to do dishes, 
try and buy compostable or 
recyclable products. 

5. Flowers as favors. Ditch the 
small plastic toy party favors. 
Using flowers to decorate? Great! 
Send your guest home with them 
as party favors. Other ideas 
include locally made honey, jam, 
or chocolate. 

Want to do more to protect our 
local parks? 
Contact parksinfo@burienwa.gov to 
learn about volunteer opportunities in 
the Green Burien Partnership program.

Students Lead Charge 
for Solar Power
By Rosie Eades, Communications Specialist, 
Highline Public Schools and Emily Inlow-Hood, 
Communications Officer
The Highline High School 
Environmental Club does more than 
just talk about clean energy. The 
student club members teamed up with 
mentors and community organizations 
to hold public video conferences, 
speak at school board meetings, and 
secure local support for adding a solar 
array on the new Highline High School 
building, opening this fall.
Led by senior Nha Khuc, club 
members raised $9,000 by July and 
identified a state grant opportunity 
from the Department of Commerce 
that requires a 50 percent match. 
Staff with the Department of Capital 
Planning & Construction at Highline 
Public Schools collaborated with 
the students to submit a grant 
application in August for a $367,000 
project that will produce 100 
kilowatts of energy. The district 
is seeking other available grants 
and capital funds while the 
students continue to fundraise (see 
sustainableburien.org). 
“We are committed to working with 
our amazing student leaders to find 
a way to install a pilot solar power 
project on Highline High School,” said 
Chief of Operations Scott Logan. “Our 
students are inspiring. They are the 
future, and the future looks bright!”
The new high school was 
constructed to be solar ready. 
Project engineers estimated 
installation costs and energy 
production as part of the grant 
application. Students and organizers 
will hear later this fall whether 
they have landed a grant or secured 
enough funding. Regardless, student 
leaders have found their voice to 
change the world, and eventually, 
get a solar array installed to help 
produce electricity for the school.

Pictured left to right: Members of Sustainable 
Burien, Highline High School's Environmental Club, 
and Highline Public Schools Facilities Department. 
(Highline Public Schools)
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En esta edición, lanzamos una 
serie que cuenta historias sobre 
el funcionamiento de su gobierno 
local. Podrá conocer a algunos de 
los empleados de la ciudad que 
trabajan con mucho esfuerzo entre 
bastidores para prestar servicios a 
la comunidad de Burien. También 
mostramos cómo los comentarios de 
la comunidad influyen no solo en la 
nueva legislación, sino también en la 
construcción de las infraestructuras 
y en las actualizaciones de la 
zonificación que permiten la 
edificación de ciertos tipos de 
vivienda y mejoran el desarrollo. 
Visite el sitio web de Burien Magazine 
para obtener más información. 

Por Emily Inlow-Hood,  
Responsable de Comunicaciones
Para muchos padres de niños 
pequeños, encontrar un proveedor 
de cuidado infantil puede resultar 
abrumador. A menudo, se siente 
como si hubiera algún tipo de código 
secreto que se necesita descifrar 
para encontrar un proveedor y 
poder volver al trabajo. 
Aquí es donde Child Care Resources 
puede intervenir. Child Care Resources 
es una organización sin fines de lucro 
que brinda apoyo a las familias de 
Washington desde 1990. Ayudan a las 
familias que buscan cuidado infantil, 
asisten con los costos de cuidado 
infantil a familias sin hogar, brindan 
asesoramiento y recursos para 
profesionales de cuidado infantil, y 
capacitan y empoderan a mujeres de 
bajos ingresos y refugiadas que buscan 
dedicarse al aprendizaje temprano.
Su centro de llamadas ofrece una 
ventanilla única para todas las 
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Consejos para organizar 
una  fiesta ecológica 

Todos sabemos que la basura es dañina 
para el medio ambiente. A medida que 
la basura plástica se degrada, se liberan 
sustancias químicas y micropartículas que 

pueden dañar la calidad del agua 
y la vida silvestre. ¿Se pregunta 

cómo puede organizar una 
fiesta increíble en uno 

de nuestros parques y 
ayudar a proteger nuestro 

medio ambiente? 
A continuación, 

mencionamos algunas 
formas en las que 
puede organizar una 
fiesta al aire libre que 
también sea amigable 
con el planeta.

1. Dígale adiós a los globos y al 
confeti. ¿Sabía que los globos y el 
confeti no están permitidos en los 
parques de Burien? No solo tienen 
un impacto negativo en los parques, 
la playa y la vida silvestre, sino que 
también son difíciles de limpiar. Una 
pancarta de tela que puede usar año 
tras año es una alternativa divertida 
y puede convertirse en una reliquia 
familiar preciada. 

2. Limpie después de la fiesta. 
Nuestro personal de mantenimiento 
de parques y voluntarios que trabajan 
arduamente hacen lo todo lo posible 
para mantener limpios nuestros 
parques. Asegúrese de no dejar basura 
y lleve todo lo que trajo. 

3. Nuestros parques son la 
decoración. Deje que la belleza 
de los parques de Burien brille sin 
decorarlos. ¿Realmente puede superar 
la vista de Puget Sound? 

4. Elija opciones sostenibles. Si 
es posible, lleve platos, vasos y 
servilletas reutilizables para 
ahorrar dinero y proteger el 
planeta. ¿Mejor aún? ¡Pídale a 
sus invitados que lleven un plato 
o una taza de colores para usar! 
O bien, si no quiere lavar los 
platos, intente comprar productos 
compostables o reciclables. 

5. Flores como souvenirs. Deshágase 
de los pequeños souvenirs plásticos 
de fiesta. ¿Usar flores para decorar? 
¡Genial! Regale flores a sus invitados 
como souvenirs de la fiesta. Otras 
ideas incluyen miel, mermelada o 
chocolate de fabricación local.  

¿Quiere hacer más cosas para 
proteger nuestros parques 
locales? Envíe un correo electrónico a 
parksinfo@burienwa.gov para conocer 
las oportunidades de voluntariado en el 
programa Green Burien Partnership.

Firmes defensores: 
los padres y proveedores de cuidado 
infantil cuentan con Child Care Resources  

preguntas relacionadas con el cuidado 
infantil. Mantienen listas completas 
de referencias de cuidado infantil y 
ayudan a madres, padres y tutores a 
comprender el sistema Early Achievers 
y saber qué buscar en un programa 
de cuidado infantil. Para las personas 
que estén interesadas en abrir su 
propio programa de cuidado infantil, 
también brindan información sobre 

cómo convertirse en un proveedor de 
cuidado infantil con licencia. También 
pueden comunicarse con las familias a 
través de la evaluación de elegibilidad 
para que reciban asistencia financiera 
y, en Burien, ayudan con los costos 
de cuidado infantil a familias que se 
encuentren sin hogar. 
Todos sus programas son gratuitos.

EN ACCIÓN
Cómo trabaja el gobierno de la 
ciudad para usted y con usted.

Cómo se construyen los 
proyectos de infraestructura  
Desde las calles hasta los sistemas de 
aguas pluviales, la infraestructura 
pública es un componente crítico de 
una comunidad segura y saludable. 
Los departamentos de Public Works y 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
Departments de nuestra ciudad, 
compuestos por equipos de ingenieros, 
gerentes de proyectos, trabajadores de 
mantenimiento, inspectores y expertos 
ambientales, trabajan todos los días 
para proteger el entorno construido y los 
sistemas naturales de Burien. 

"Nuestra mayor responsabilidad es 
mantener calles seguras, administrar las 
aguas pluviales para evitar inundaciones 
y otros daños, y proteger el medio 
ambiente natural de Burien", dijo Maiya 
Andrews, directora de Public Works.

Los cambios de la 
comunidad se reflejan en el 
presupuesto de la ciudad
Actualmente nos encontramos en 
medio de un ciclo presupuestario 
bienal. El Ayuntamiento considerará las 
solicitudes del personal para ajustar el 
presupuesto este otoño. Rebecca Hodge, 
la nueva analista financiera de la ciudad, 
reunirá estas solicitudes y trabajará 
con los dirigentes de la ciudad para 
establecer prioridades sobre lo que se 
presente ante el Ayuntamiento.

"Los presupuestos nos permiten obtener 
un panorama de lo que la ciudad 
necesita y está tratando de lograr", dijo 
Hodge. "Pero evoluciona. El documento 
presupuestario que se aprueba al 
comienzo de un ciclo presupuestario 
bienal puede cambiar a medida 
que cambian las necesidades y las 
condiciones. Por ejemplo, la pandemia 
nos obligó a modificar lo planeado". 

"La comunidad tiene voz sobre lo que se 
prioriza en nuestro presupuesto", dijo Hodge. 

El cumplimiento del código 
crea una comunidad 
segura y saludable
El oficial de cumplimiento del código de la 
ciudad de Burien, Michael Amaya, ayuda 
a hacer cumplir las ordenanzas de Burien 
relacionadas con la basura y los escombros, 
el almacenamiento al aire libre, el 
estacionamiento de vehículos en propiedad 
privada, las estructuras no seguras, 
las estructuras en ruinas, las licencias 
comerciales, los códigos de señalización y 
otras ordenanzas destinadas a mejorar la 
calidad de vida en Burien.

"Cuando se trata del cumplimiento del 
código, tratamos de fusionar la aplicación 
del código con una relación con la gente 
de la comunidad", dijo Amaya. "Educar 
a las personas, comunicarse con ellas y 
brindarles la oportunidad de corregir las 
infracciones. El castigo no es el objetivo, 
pero a veces es necesario".  

Los planes comunitarios crean 
reglas compartidas para que 
Burien funcione para todos  
Los planes comunitarios ayudan a 
determinar qué tipos de desarrollo tienen 
sentido para un vecindario, ayudan a 
planificar parques y espacios abiertos, 
identifican las necesidades de transporte 
y detallan qué tipos de cambios de 
zonificación deben ocurrir. Dentro de 
los planes, puede haber estudios que 
examinen el tráfico, el impacto ambiental 
de ciertos tipos de desarrollo, las 
necesidades de aguas pluviales y más. 

"Los planes identifican acciones del 
gobierno", dijo Susan McLain, directora 
de Desarrollo Comunitario. "Pero también 
pueden establecer una estrategia de 
acción para todos los que forman parte del 
desarrollo o la transición de un vecindario 
a lo largo del tiempo. Ayudan a generar 
consenso en la comunidad para que la 
inversión pública y privada responda a las 
necesidades de la comunidad".

Cómo la secretaria de la 
ciudad de Burien mantiene 
abiertas las puertas del 
gobierno para todos  
Para Megan Gregor, ser secretaria 
de la ciudad es una vocación. 
Trabaja muchas horas para lograr 
la misión principal de su función: la 
accesibilidad y la transparencia de las 
operaciones gubernamentales.

La secretaría de la ciudad actúa como 
un tercero neutral para la ciudad y 
apoya un gobierno abierto, accesible y 
transparente. Equilibra los intereses 
del personal y la dirección de la ciudad, 
el Ayuntamiento y la comunidad al 
brindar la misma cantidad de servicio 
a los tres.

Más historias  
en español. 
magazine.burienwa.gov

Su ciudad 

ESPAÑOL

FALL 2021       | 29|       BURIEN MAGAZINE28



Trong số này, chúng tôi sẽ ra mắt 
loạt bài với những câu chuyện về 
cách hoạt động của chính quyền 
địa phương. Quý vị sẽ được gặp gỡ 
một số nhân viên Thành Phố cần 
mẫn làm việc nơi hậu trường để 
phụng sự cộng đồng Burien. Chúng 
tôi cũng sẽ giúp quý vị thấy được ý 
kiến phản hồi của cộng đồng có ảnh 
hưởng ra sao, không chỉ với pháp 
chế mới mà còn với địa điểm xây 
cất cơ sở hạ tầng hay những thay 
đổi mới về phân vùng để cho phép 
một số loại nhà ở, công trình phát 
triển nhất định. 
Xin truy cập trang mạng của Tạp Chí 
Burien để tìm hiểu thêm. 

Tác giả: Emily Inlow-Hood,  
Nhân Viên Truyền Thông
Với nhiều phụ huynh có con nhỏ, việc 
tìm một nhà cung cấp dịch vụ trông 
trẻ có thể khiến họ choáng ngợp. 
Cảm giác thường giống như thể quý 
vị phải phá được loại mã khóa bí mật 
nào đó thì mới có thể tìm được một 
nhà cung cấp để đi làm trở lại. 
Đây là lúc Child Care Resources có 
thể hỗ trợ. Child Care Resources 
là một tổ chức phi lợi nhuận, đã 
và đang hỗ trợ các gia đình ở 
Washington từ năm 1990 đến nay. Họ 
giúp các gia đình đang tìm kiếm dịch 
vụ trông trẻ, hỗ trợ chi phí dịch vụ 
trông trẻ cho các gia đình vô gia cư, 
huấn luyện và cung cấp nguồn lực 
cho những người hành nghề trông 
trẻ cũng như đào tạo và tạo thuận lợi 
cho những phụ nữ có thu nhập thấp, 
là người tị nạn để họ theo đuổi nghề 
nuôi dạy trẻ.
Tổng đài của tổ chức này là nơi tập 
trung giải đáp mọi thắc mắc liên 
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chức một bữa tiệc thân 
thiện với môi trường  

Chúng ta đều biết rằng rác thải có hại 
cho môi trường. Khi rác thải nhựa 
phân hủy, các hóa chất và vi hạt được 

giải phóng, gây hại cho chất lượng 
nước và động vật hoang dã. 

Quý vị không biết phải 
làm sao để tổ chức một 
bữa tiệc tuyệt vời ở một 

trong những công viên 
của chúng ta mà vẫn 

bảo vệ môi trường? 
Dưới đây là một số 
cách để quý vị tổ 
chức một bữa tiệc 
ngoài trời sao cho 
thân thiện với  
môi trường.

1. Tạm biệt bóng bay và kim tuyến.  
Quý vị có biết rằng bóng bay và kim 
tuyến bị cấm ở các công viên tại Burien 
không? Những món đồ này không chỉ gây 
ảnh hưởng xấu đến công viên, bãi biển 
và động vật hoang dã mà việc dọn dẹp 
cũng rất nan giải! Một biểu ngữ bằng vải 
có thể sử dụng năm này qua năm khác là 
một lựa chọn thay thế thú vị và có thể trở 
thành một món đồ gia truyền quý báu. 

2. Dọn dẹp sau bữa tiệc. Nhân viên vệ 
sinh công viên và các tình nguyện viên 
chăm chỉ của chúng tôi sẽ làm những 
gì có thể để giữ sạch công viên. Vì họ, 
xin hãy đảm bảo quý vị không để lại 
đống bừa bãi sau bữa tiệc và nhớ đóng 
gói mang đi mọi thứ quý vị mang vào. 

3. Bản thân các công viên đã rất đẹp. 
Hãy để cho vẻ đẹp của các công viên 
tại Burien tỏa sáng bằng cách dừng 
trang trí. Quý vị có thể thực sự làm 
các công viên đẹp hơn quang cảnh 
của Puget Sound không?  

4. Lựa chọn sự bền vững. Tiết kiệm 
chi phí và cứu lấy hành tinh bằng 
cách đóng gói dĩa, cốc và khăn 
giấy tái sử dụng nếu có thể. Cách 
tốt hơn nữa ư? Hãy đề nghị khách 
mang theo một chiếc dĩa hay cốc 
nhiều màu sắc của chính họ để sử 
dụng! Hoặc nếu quý vị không muốn 
phải rửa chén dĩa, hãy thử mua các 
sản phẩm tái chế hoặc tự phân hủy. 

5. Hoa làm quà tiễn khách. Bỏ đi 
những món quà tiễn khách nhỏ bằng 
nhựa sau bữa tiệc. Quý vị dùng hoa 
để trang trí? Rất tốt! Hãy tặng hoa 
cho khách sau bữa tiệc như những 
món quà tiễn khách. Các ý tưởng khả 
thi khác gồm có mật ong, mứt hoặc 
sô cô la sản xuất tại địa phương.  

Quý vị muốn làm nhiều hơn để bảo vệ 
các công viên địa phương của chúng ta? 
Xin liên lạc với parksinfo@burienwa.gov 
để tìm hiểu về các cơ hội tình nguyện 
trong chương trình Hợp Tác Xanh 
Burien (Green Burien Partnership).

Người Ủng Hộ Mạnh Mẽ: 
Child Care Resources Luôn Bên Cạnh Phụ 
Huynh và Nhà Cung Cấp Dịch Vụ Trông Trẻ

quan đến dịch vụ trông trẻ. Họ lưu 
giữ các danh sách dịch vụ trông trẻ 
hoàn chỉnh để giới thiệu và giúp các 
bậc phụ huynh, người giám hộ hiểu 
về hệ thống trẻ thành công (early 
achievers) và những điều cần tìm 
hiểu trong một chương trình trông 
trẻ. Với bất kỳ người nào có mong 
muốn tự mở một chương trình trông 
trẻ riêng, tổ chức này cũng cung cấp 

thông tin về quy trình cấp phép và 
trở thành nhà cung cấp dịch vụ trông 
trẻ được cấp phép. Họ cũng có thể 
giảng giải cho các gia đình về cách 
sàng lọc điều kiện để nhận hỗ trợ tài 
chính, và ở Burien, họ hỗ trợ chi phí 
trông trẻ cho các gia đình vô gia cư. 
Tất cả các chương trình của họ đều 
miễn phí sử dụng.

Chính quyền thành phố làm việc 
vì quý vị, cùng quý vị ra sao.

Các Dự Án Hạ Tầng 
Được Thi Công Ra Sao 
Từ đường phố cho đến các hệ thống thoát 
nước mưa, cơ sở hạ tầng công cộng là 
một thành phần thiết yếu trong một cộng 
đồng an toàn và khỏe mạnh. Tập hợp các 
nhóm kỹ sư, quản lý dự án, nhân viên 
bảo trì, thanh tra viên và các chuyên 
gia môi trường của Sở Công Trình Công 
Cộng (Public Works Department) và Sở 
Công Viên, Giải Trí và Dịch Vụ Văn Hóa 
(Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
Department) của thành phố đang nỗ lực 
mỗi ngày để bảo vệ môi trường xây dựng 
và các hệ thống tự nhiên của Burien. 

Bà Maiya Andrews, Giám Đốc Sở Công 
Trình Công Cộng, cho biết: "Trách nhiệm 
lớn nhất của chúng tôi là đảm bảo đường 
phố an toàn, kiểm soát nước mưa để phòng 
ngập lụt và các thiệt hại khác, đồng thời 
bảo vệ môi trường tự nhiên của Burien".

Ngân Sách Thành Phố 
Phản Ánh Thay Đổi 
trong Cộng Đồng
Hiện tại, chúng ta đang ở giữa chu kỳ 
ngân sách hai năm. Mùa thu này, Hội 
Đồng Thành Phố sẽ cân nhắc yêu cầu 
điều chỉnh ngân sách của nhân viên. 
Rebecca Hodge, chuyên gia phân tích tài 
chánh mới của thành phố, sẽ tổng hợp 
các yêu cầu này và làm việc với lãnh đạo 
thành phố để xác định các điểm ưu tiên 
trình bày trước Hội Đồng Thành Phố.

Bà Hodge cho biết: "Ngân sách là bức tranh 
sơ lược về nhu cầu của thành phố và mục 
tiêu mà thành phố đang cố gắng đạt được. 
Nhưng nó sẽ thay đổi. Tài liệu ngân sách 
được phê chuẩn từ đầu chu kỳ ngân sách 
hai năm có thể thay đổi khi nhu cầu và tình 
hình có thay đổi. Ví dụ: đại dịch đã buộc 
chúng ta phải thay đổi kế hoạch ban đầu". 

Bà cũng chia sẻ: "Cộng đồng có quyền nêu 
ý kiến về những gì cần được ưu tiên trong 
ngân sách của chúng ta". 

Người Thi Hành Luật 
Tạo Nên Cộng Đồng An 
Toàn và Lành Mạnh
Viên Chức Thi Hành Luật của Thành 
Phố Burien, Michael Amaya, giúp thực 
thi các sắc lệnh của Burien liên quan 
đến rác thải và phế thải, kho bãi ngoài 
trời, đậu xe trên bất động sản tư nhân, 
kết cấu không chắc chắn, công trình xây 
dựng đổ nát, giấy phép kinh doanh, luật 
về bảng hiệu và các sắc lệnh khác nhằm 
cải thiện chất lượng cuộc sống ở Burien. 

Amaya chia sẻ: "Về vấn đề tuân thủ luật, 
chúng tôi cố gắng kết hợp việc thi hành 
luật với tạo dựng quan hệ với người dân 
trong cộng đồng. Chia sẻ kiến thức cho 
mọi người, giao tiếp và cho mọi người 
cơ hội để khắc phục vi phạm. Trừng 
phạt không phải là mục tiêu nhưng đôi 
khi là cần thiết".

Kế Hoạch Cộng Đồng Đặt 
Ra Quy Tắc Chung để Xây 
Dựng một Burien Dành 
Cho Tất Cả Mọi Người  
Các kế hoạch cộng đồng giúp xác định 
những loại phát triển cụ thể có ý nghĩa với 
một khu dân cư, giúp quy hoạch các công 
viên và không gian mở, xác định nhu cầu 
giao thông và nêu chi tiết các loại thay đổi 
phân vùng cần xảy ra. Bên trong các kế 
hoạch, có thể sẽ có các nghiên cứu kiểm tra 
tác động về giao thông và môi trường của 
một số loại hình phát triển nhất định, nhu 
cầu nước mưa, v.v. 

Susan McLain, Giám Đốc Phát Triển Cộng 
Đồng, chia sẻ: "Các kế hoạch chỉ ra những 
hành động từ phía chính quyền. Nhưng 
chính quyền cũng có thể xây dựng một 
chiến lược hành động cho tất cả những 
người góp phần vào sự phát triển hoặc 
chuyển mình của khu dân cư theo thời gian. 
Chính quyền cũng giúp xây dựng sự đồng 
thuận trong cộng đồng, để đầu tư công, tư 
phản ánh được nhu cầu của cộng đồng".

Thư Ký Thành Phố 
Burien Đảm Bảo Tính 
Công Khai trong Chính 
Quyền Như Thế Nào  
Với Megan Gregor, công việc thư ký thành 
phố là một nghề nghiệp thực thụ. Bà làm 
việc suốt nhiều giờ liên tục để hoàn thành 
sứ mệnh chính trong vai trò của mình: 
đảm bảo khả năng tiếp cận và tính minh 
bạch trong hoạt động của chính quyền.

Thư ký thành phố đóng vai trò như một 
bên thứ ba trung lập cho thành phố và giúp 
thành phố củng cố một chính quyền mở, dễ 
tiếp cận và minh bạch. Thư ký thành phố có 
nhiệm vụ cân đối giữa lợi ích của nhân viên 
và lãnh đạo thành phố, Hội Đồng Thành Phố 
và cộng đồng bằng cách phụng sự cả ba đối 
tượng này với mức độ như nhau.

Các câu chuyện khác 
bằng tiếng Việt. 
magazine.burienwa.gov
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CALL US TODAY AND LET’S GET YOUR HOME SOLD!

2022 A  S. Norman St, Seattle 98144
SOLD for $1,125,000

SOLD & SOLD!

2022 B  S. Norman St, Seattle 98144
SOLD for $1,151,000


